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As Henry Wallace takes over the Ediecrstuts of the New Ropubiee liberals 
and progressives everywhere will have a feeling of reassurance. Wallace is not 
only an idealist. He is a realistic politician as well and it is a good omen for | 
the country that he thinks his ideals still have a fighting chance and is willing 
to swing his own claymore in the midst of the battle. 

In his first editorial he unfurls his colors: A progressive America vital to 
a peaceful world; disarmament (including atom bombs); collective security; 
no more base grabbing and oil grabbing; “justice and mercy” to the Jews; free- 
dom to learn the truth. His progressivism is non-partisan. . . “we are captives — 


of no party.” ‘ pS FS pees 


2 _. THE PROTESTANT _ December-January — 

Wallace says of Soviet-American relations what the Federal Council state- 
ment missed saying: “The Soviet government no longer prides itself on the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat. It describes Soviet communism as ‘a higher 
form of democracy.’ Some Americans greet this assertion with derisive laughter. 
They forget that two-thirds of the world laughs at freedom in America, remem- 
bering our discrimination against Negroes, Jews and other minorities. 

“I prefer to accept the willingness of the Soviet leaders to think more and 
more in democratic terms—and, in accordance with the Roosevelt tradition, I 
shall search for the best in all peoples. 

“The Soviet government bases its claim to democracy on the complete 
equality in the USSR among minorities and between the sexes; on the absence _, 
of any kind of discrimination; on the economic and social rights and opportuni- 
ties guaranteed to all Soviet citizens; and on the absence in the USSR of power- 
ful, private monopolies of press, radio and movies. % 

“These arguments may be brushed aside in the US, but a large part of 
the world accepts them as a serious challenge to America. It is for us also to 
accept them as a challenge and make discrimination a crime, provide full and 

bt equal opportunities for all our citizens and enlarge freedom of expression. 

vi “We cannot hide the weaknesses in our democracy. If we take steps to 
overcome these weaknesses, then I believe the Russians, believing in the 
genuineness of our democracy, will move toward greater political freedom. Then 
one root cause of war will die away. Around these issues, I believe, our new 
start will be made.” ; 

This is very good and very important and clarifies some paragraphs in an- 
other part of his editorial. In his discussion of freedom which “for us is basic” 
he says “Man must have bread to live, but he doesn’t live by bread alone and 

as soon as he has bread, he must have freedom to learn the facts of the world 
he lives in and the right to speak his mind about those facts.” Yes, but “as soon 
as he has bread” is already too late! It is precisely in the getting of bread, the 
planting, the harvesting, the milling, the baking, the serving, it is right there 

: in life’s living that the quality of life’s freedom is determined. This is why 

‘i basically “security” and “peace” slogans are false and self-defeating. Wallace 

; himself says this later. We give animals and slaves “security” and “peace.” 

ne It is only as a man feels that self-respecting dignity which is utterly incom- 

) patible with exploitation that he puts his feet on the road to freedom. Even 

to say that exploitation precludes freedom is to be tautological. An exploited 

man is a slave and of course a slave isn’t free. It doesn’t make the case any 


i better, as some try to make it, to say that the slave is a satisfied slave, a 
i thoroughly conditioned slave, who wouldn’t trade his movie-radio-Sunday 
k Supplement existence for any other sort of life. 

* This is not to correct Mr. Wallace’s first shining editorial, but to in- 
mn dicate that some of our common ideas need further exploration. Wallace has 
" 
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a fine mind and an unspoiled spirit; a country boy grins out of the eyes of a 
great man. . 


BRITISH-AMERICAN GERMANY INC. 


The British and American zones in Germany are being fused into an 


economic unity. The Americans have broken up the cartels in their zone 


whereas in the British zone things are much as before. I. G. Farben, for 
instance, is operating in Hamburg under a thin disguise. But American 
cartel representatives have been swarming to buy shares in the “broken” 
German cartel members. The British get the name but the Americans get the 
game. Potsdam is a dead duck. 

The British Labor Party is walking towards a fork in the road. It will be 
unfortunate if it should choose finally and irrevocably the road of American 
big business. From the days of porcine tariff isolationism of Coolidge to these 


days of dollar imperialism that road is a bad road. 


THEOLOGY BARRED FROM THE AIR = 


Radio station KQW of San Francisco carried on November 17 a broadese 
by Robert Harold Scott, an atheist. Protests were forwarded to the Federal 
Communications Commission by the Ancient Order of Hibernians and to 
KQW by the Knights of Columbus along with a campaign of letters spon- 
sored by the organ of the Archdiocese, The Monitor. We cannot comment 
directly upon the broadcast because we didn’t hear it. But of one thing we 
are sure. It is a mockery to talk about freedom of religious controversy if we 
bar the air to all but those with whom an energetic minority or even a 
majority of us agree. One third of the people of the earth are Buddhists 
and therefore atheists. But Buddhism is a religion. All basic orientations 
to life are religious. Should we bar the air to all but yours or mine? 

God can’t be argued away, so why worry? We pay Him a poor compliment 
when we fear to defend Him on the air. The Hibernians insult His power and 
glory when they think that either they or Robert Harold Scott can tarnish it. 
To bar atheism from the air is to bar theology itself. 
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REPLY TO MR. FINEBERG 


One of the numerous recent attacks on THE PROTESTANT is a memo by 
Solomon Andhill Fineberg. It is being sent around by groups which are anxious 
to alienate our friends. 

This memo attempts to give the impression of fairness but betrays itself 
by making allegations which can in no wise be substantiated. For instance it 
tries to tie THE PROTESTANT to the Communist kite. This has been tried before 


pt fare Fa 
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by cleverer men who have always failed because the facts simply won’t fit their ‘ 


fantasy. 

THE PROTESTANT, Mr. Pineberg would make it appear, was friendly to 
the Vatican until March 1939 when it “altered its Catholic policy to a critical 
examination of the-Catholic Church and hierarchy here and abroad.” But if 
this be so, then how was it that in February 1939 we printed a description of 
the famous bible of Spanish Catholic Fascism by Pemartin? This was per- 
haps the most devastating exposure of Vatican politics we ever printed. 
And how did five anti-Franco articles get into the January 1939 number? 
How did six such items find their way into our December 1938 issue? Did 
Mr. Fineberg dream this or did he deliberately lie about it? 

It may be a forgiveable “slip” when Mr. Fineberg states as true what 
could easily have been checked, namely, that Father William Spofford -was 
on the editorial board of THE PROTESTANT. What is not at all forgiveable 
is the out-and-out lie of a common editorial policy between the Communist 
Party and THE PROTESTANT. Mr. Fineberg has obviously been given the 
assignment of finding such a common policy. If he had not found it 
would he have been paid for his “work.’? Is Mr. Fineberg guilty of deliberate 
falsehood? It is difficult to think otherwise. 

It is true that at a time when we were terribly understaffed, through 
a clerical error a number of names wete added to a list published in the 
New York Herald Tribune. But it is not true, it is a gross lie that we only made 
a correction (as Mr. Fineberg says) “after several bishops had repudiated their 
signature.” We inserted a paid advertisement correcting our mistake at the 
earliest possible moment after we were aware of it. 

Mr. Fineberg and the committee he works for are painfully at a loss. 
They even refer to the fact that Mrs. Roosevelt after praising THE PROTES- 
TANT in her column found it necessary to ask us not to use her endorse- 
ment. Mrs. Roosevelt, although an independent-minded woman, was neverthe- 
less involved indirectly, through her husband in the various bargains and un- 


derstandings with the American branch offices of the Vatican which “sold”. 


to him as head of the Democratic Party their political influence in return for 
his good-will and patronage and a certain amount of protection for their special 
schemes. Among the liaison personnel between the hierarchy and the govern- 
ment was Cardinal Spellman who was attacked by THE PROTESTANT, This 
placed Mrs. Roosevelt in a position where there was little she could do except 
disown THE PROTESTANT, which she did, but in such mild terms as to leave 
little doubt as to_her individual feelings in the matter. 

Mr. Fineberg quotes with obvious approval a letter to the Chairman of 
THE PROTESTANT Textbook Commission from the Secretary of the American 
Textbook -Publishers Institute who felt shocked that our commission found 
un-American teachings in American texts and accused us of being unfair and 
false. Our answer was 19 pages, legal size, of statements quoted from texts 


1946-47 - EDITORIAIS) , 5 


printed in America, statements predisposing to anti-Semitism. Mr. Fineberg 
says that since we couldn't raise money through our efforts to cleanse the 
textbooks we “played down this theme” and have turned to other fund rais- 
ing schemes, The answer to this is that we have not and shall not play down 
this theme. The successes we have had in obtaining changes in textbooks 
have been reported in the pages of THE PROTESTANT. In some of our en- 
deavors we definitely did get Catholic cooperation, which Mr. Fineberg says 
we cannot get. Mr. Fineberg says that we have advertised in Jewish periodicals 
requesting that anti-Semitic incidents be brought to our attention. This is 
true. Incidents have been brought to our attention by this method and we have 
acted in good faith to defend Jewish victims of racism. Mr. Fineberg says 
that we have attacked Jewish organizations, and have characterized them as 
“inert, supine and cowardly.’ We have never attacked Jewish organizations 
as such, not even the American Jewish Committee or the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews. We have attacked any and all organiaztions, whether 
Jewish, Protestant or Catholic, when we have felt that they were appeasing 
clericalism and were helping to pave the way for the advent of fascism in 
America. We have been well aware that many times innocent people, even 
innocent groups, have been drawn unwittingly and unwillingly into actions 
which if followed through to their logical conclusion will spell their doom. 
We have tried patiently to explain to these groups and individuals the im- 
plications and consequences of what they are.doing. But people are busy 
and do not wish to be disturbed. They think they haven't time to delve into 
history and to take the measure of those great historical movements which 
seem far away and intangible. They do not realize that history is breathing 
hard on the back of their necks and that horror, hate and blood are in that 
breath. We study history in order to avoid the mistakes of our forefathers. 
Never has a lesson been written so large as the recent lessons of Europe 
have been written for Americans. It is the duty of all who have felt the 
impact of events in Europe to translate their message and bring it home 
to the people of America before it is too late. 

It is unrealistic to expect to do this job without making enemies, not 
only of those who should be our enemies but of many who should: be out 
friends. Many perfectly nice people have accidentally found themselves 
working with groups which have been unknowingly fronting for fascism. Much 
has been said of Communist front groups whereas fascist front groups are 
tarely if ever mentioned. Yet if it be admitted that there are forces working 
towards fascism in the United States then, since fascism obviously cannot speak 
in its own name, these forces must use democratic and good-will facades. 
If this be so, then where do these forces operate? It is useless to talk about 
fighting fascism unless we know where fascism is. Yet every time THE PROTES- 
TANT believes it has uncovered a fascist or a fascist group or a fascist front 
group and dares to name that group we are immediately on the receiving end 
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of barbs and brick bats not from our enemies whose attacks we should expect 
but frequently from well-meaning liberals and from members of minority 
groups whose very existence depends upon the defeat of fascism. 

Mr. Fineberg says, “practically all THE PROTESTANT’S solicitation offunds 


_is based upon fighting anti-Semitism and without mention of its other themes.” 


We ask support for what THE PROTESTANT does and for what THE PROT- 
ESTANT says. What we do and say are in the magazine and in the news. There 
is no secret about them. We never speak of anti-Semitism “without men- 
tion of other themes.” The other themes being all those manifestations of 
fascism of which anti-Semitism is a primary one. Mr. Fineberg and the group 
he serves take it upon themselves to speak for all Americans who profess the 
Jewish faith. They doubt that we are entitled to support for-our fight against 
anti-Semitism because we are interested in other causes than anti-Semitism. 
May we suggest to Mr. Fineberg and his friends that it is impossible to combat 
anti-Semitism in a vacuum, that anti-Semitism is a projection of a malady that 
will engulf humanity. Those who attack the Jew attack man in the innermost 
citadel of his being. That is why THE PROTESTANT fights anti-Semitism with- 
out compromise. That is why THE PROTESTANT has led the way and will 
continue to lead the way in dragging anti-Semitic outrages into the light and 
in exposing those responsible for these outrages to the ignominy of public 
opinion and to the punishment of the due process of law. 

Incidentally Mr. Fineberg is on the staff of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee. But enough of Mr. Fineberg and. his friends. They have attacked 
us before and they will likely attack us again. 


THE ANTI-FASCIST BATTLE LINES 


There are mote serious things to consider. For today the Protestant wing 
of the Christian front is wheeling into action on the world scene and the 
storms we have weathered are nothing compared to the storm into which we 
are heading. Dreadful things, things that will astound us will happen and 
will be recorded each day as we open our newspapers. 

For the time has come when liberals can no longer eat their cake and 
have it, when progressives can no longer pretend to fight reaction while 
keeping out of their gun sights the chief bastion of reaction—its inter-faith 
Christian front. The time has arrived when minorities can no longer indulge 
their particular desire to survive apart from other minorities by fighting 
isolated battles apart and away from other minorities. 

The time has come for us all to go from the defensive to the offensive 
in a united front of all from (and including) the far Left up to (and ex- 
cluding) the far Right. Now there are those who would draw the lines dif- 
ferently. Instead of making a united front of all up to the far Right they 
would make a united front of all up to the far Left. In other words a united 
front of all non-Cormmunists against the Communists. THE PROTESTANT 
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is non-Communist. We may at times make common cause with Communists 
and with.many who are called Communists against the rise of Fascism as 
non-Communists did in Europe, but too late. This may seem to some of you 
a dangerous point of view. But it is the point of view THE PROTESTANT 
has maintained from the beginning and will maintain to the end. In taking 
this view we differ sharply from the writers of a series of articles in Léfe 
magazine who have called for a crusade against Communism in exactly the 
same terms as that crusade was called throughout the period when Hitler 
was rising to power in Europe. 


A curious group of professors and businessmen including the following 
names, John Foster Dulles, Henry Luce, Pfofessor Reinhold Niebuhr, Presi- 
dent Henry Pitney Van Dusen, are all connected with Union Theological 
Seminary either as teachers or on the Board of Directors of that institution. 

In the last issue we set forth our view of these articles and of the recent 
pronouncements of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America and of the World Council of Churches. Suffice it to say that they 
all pretty well add up to one thing, the propagation of the idea of war with 
Russia. I say the zdea of a war with Russia because it is relatively unimportant 
whether or not we have actual war with Russia. The important thing is to keep 
the thought or the scare up in front of peoples’ minds so that the people will 
be in that condition of fear on the one hand or of false patriotism on the other 
hand, so paralyzed with terror or drunk with the prospect of power, that they 
will scarcely notice the real war which will be waged against them, against 
the people themselves and of course primarily upon the minorities among the 
people. That these minorities, even some of those who have hitherto kept 
their heads most resolutely in the sand, are beginning to catch faint glimpses 
of what is in store for them is illustrated in a story in the New York Times 
which tells how Benjamin R. Epstein, Director of the Eastern Regional Office 
of the A.D.L. of B’nai B'rith, declared that the road down the lane of reaction 
leads eventually to anti-Semitism. THE PROTESTANT would amend the word — 
‘eventually’ and say that the road to reaction begins with anti-Semitism and 
leads eventually to the extinction of the Jewish people. Mr. Epstein explained 
that the professional anti-Semite is ‘also a professional anti-Communist and Mr. 
Epstein expressed fear that the Jew would be used as the scapegoat in an anti- - 
Communist movement which he said, and I quote him, “We will have to use 
statesmanship to combat.” : 

We hope that others among the associates of Mr. Epstein will be persuaded 
by him and we agree with him that they will have to use statesmanship to get 
themselves out of the predicament they are in. Indeed we hope they may reverse 
the statesmanship they have used up to now even as late as a few weeks ago 
when these organizations engineered their mistaken attack upon our move- 
ment, a movement which means more in the interest of the Jewish people than 
any other movement in the history of Christendom because it is aimed specifi- 


# 


cally at the removal of the anti-Semitic cancer from the Christian body.. 

We say this to the statesmen of the great Jewish defense agencies: Our 
hand is extended towards you tn friendship as it has always been. We know 
that you have attacked us but we do not believe that you wanted to attack us. 
We believe that you have been put into a position where you thought you were 
compelled to attack us. The fascist.Christian Front has told you that in per- 
mitting Jews to be identified with our movement you were giving currency to 
the libel which connects Judaism with Bolshevism. But in obeying the fascist 
Christian front and in striking at us, your friends, you have put your feet upon 
this very path described by Mr. Epstein. That path holds nothing but disaster 
for the Jewish people. That path was tried throughout Ps and it led 
straight to the torture camps and crematoria. 


~ 


- Many of you must have had the experience of getting into discussions with ~ 
people who think to flatten you out with the sudden demand for a definition ~ 


of fascism. We met a man the other day who defined it. He was an official of 
an American corporation with gigantic mining concessions in South America. 
He was talking about unions and union agitators. He said, “We have a way to 
deal with those people in South America.” I said, “What do you do?”. He 


_ said, “We break their wrists. We have a specially constructed. bracelet with 


springs in it that breaks the bones of the wrist so that the man is incapacitated 
for work and must go to the hospital. We see that he never returns.” That 
is fascism. American fascism. If they'll do it in South America, they'll do it 
in North America. This man was not a Nazi, not a German. He was a typical 
Yankee—a brilliant engineer—a family man—and a fascist. We are not 
telling this story because this man is exceptional. The room -was full of people 
—just American people—a district attorney, a football player, business people. 
All were warmly, enthusiastically, sympathetic with the engineer. It indicated 
once more how much closer we are to fascism than we realize. It is unnecessary 
to describe the anti-Semitism which inevitably dominated the conversation. 
It becomes truer every day as this country moves without knowing it into 
a Nazi mentality that men like Gerald L. K. Smith are not crack-pots any 


more, but they are becoming regular, they are becoming normal. That is why . 


- his ideas and the ideas of Van Dusen and Niebuhr and Hutchinson and John 


Foster Dulles and Henry Luce must be preached against in season and out of 
season for Pastor Niemoller was right when he said World War II could have 
been stopped by a few thousand devoted Christian anti-fascist clergy. World 
War III can be stopped in the same way as War II could have been stopped if 
there had been the clergymen in Germany. There are the clergymen in America. 
The leaders mentioned, however, Van Dusen, Niebuhr, etc. have singled out 
Communism as the enemy of man and as in an evil dream are moving into 
the company of a new anti-Comintern which as. sure as the sun goes down 
will be dominated by its fascist elements. We trembled for America to read 
the words of death in Life magazine, words for which the authors deserve 


“us 
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every decoration known to clerical fascism. Will it take a similar expeniene 
for these men to realize that Niemoller is right? 


In order to remind you once again as to why Niemoller is right and why 
even now American liberalism will have to listen to THE PROTESTANT and | 


rethink the anti-fascist fight it will be necessary to take a moment to look 4 in 
the history book. 


At one time in Europe there was a single culture, a single world view. 


This was Christendom. It had good points, and it had bad points, chief of 
which was that it froze the genial current of man’s venturing soul. This Chris- 
tendom, this Europe, thought-controlled by a single church, was broken by 
the Protestant Reformation which ushered in our modern world. But this 
Christendom did not give up. It started the Counter Reformation which is now 
ready to re-establish world Christendom. 


Many of us have thought of the Christian front as a crackpot rowdyism 


called Coughlinism. But Coughlin was no more a crack-pot than Gerald L. K. 
Smith. That Christian front was a street-level projection of something that had 
and still has a thousand other projections in every field of enedavor from 
the arts: the movies (Father Lord and Joe Breen), poetry (Catholic Poetry 
Society), journalism (Catholic Institute of the Press), labor (Association of 
Catholic Trade Unions), peace movements (Pattern for Peace and Pax Ro- 
mana), educational movements, subsidies for parochial schools, released-time 
to the Thomist movement in institutions of higher learning (Hutchins, Adler, 


etc.) and now its latest anti-Russian crusade joined by the Luce-Niebuhrians. — 
It would take a thousand pages just to give a brief outline of the enterprises 
pushing the line of the Counter Reformation in the modern world. Among ~ 


other little items put down World War Il itself and here is a fistful of Counter 
Reformation heroes in that struggle—Franco, Salazar, Petain, Laval, Weygand, 
Schussnig, Dolfuss, Mussolini, Tiso, Antonescu, De Grelle, Greiser, Von Papen, 
Stepinac and Cardinal Hlond of Poland. Just a bouquet from a field of blossoms. 
Now where, you may ask—is the Reformation all this time? What is the 
Reformation doing while the Counter Reformation is killing it? We hope you 
are asking such a question. Most people wever ask it. If you can really ask it 
and go on asking it you will be on the way to finding out the only way to beat 
fascism in America. The Reformation has been drugged by false talk of good- 


will and tolerance into a deep sleep which at times is hard to distinguish from — 
the sleep of death. The Reformation sits in“an ivory tower and smokes a ciga- — 


rette with a long ivory holder and discusses Brunner and Barth and Tillich and 
Thomas Aquinas and Moses Maimonides. All around it the flood waters of 
fascism swirl—red with the blood of 35 million dead in World War II rising 


higher every day and pounding thé walls of our civ ates they don’t 


hear. 


And that is our job: to make them listen and to force them to choose their x 
path with full knowledge of the issues at stake. Of course we may make a mis- 
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take occasionally. When we do we shall humbly acknowledge it. But this is 
the meaning of THE PROTESTANT, the meaning of the clergymen who know, 
who are aware of the terrible fix the modern world is in because the Protestant 
Reformation went to sleep and stopped watching the dyke, the rampart which 
stands against the flood. THE PROTESTANT is here to remind Protestantism 
of its duty to watch over and guard its children, the American, French and ~ 
Russian Revolutions, progress, health, plenty and peace from the ancient foe — 
which has suddenly risen in company with the cartels to sound its death knell. — 

Now there was a line in a poem by John Donne, in which he said some- 
thing like this, Don’t ask for whom the bell tolls. It tolls for thee. Meaning of 
course that because we all must die one time or another, one way or another, 
so whenever the bell tolls the passing of one it tolls the passing of all—<of you,.. 
-of me. But there is another meaning today. Some of us have got into the insane 
fantasy of believing that when the bell of fascism tolls it will ring out the 
doom of some minority—the Jew—the Negro—but not me, precious me. Yet 
one moment’s thought should convince us that fascism does mean me and 
you and every last human soul. The bell tolls indeed for thee! 

But there is one way out—yes even if fascism is inevitable. We do have 
one choice left. We can die as anti-fascists rather than live the living death 
of fascism. And this spirit is necessary—this spirit of being willing to die 
if necessary—in order to have a chance of winning the anti-fascist fight. 
And we have that chance. We can win. Don’t fear. Stand up to the enemy. 
Don’t hush hush. Don’t tip-toe around. Don’t go on the defensive before 
people who are nothing more than criminals. With a little courage, more will 
come. We are not alone. A great company is with us, and the God of all the 
worlds that are is with us, comforting us. : 

This is a time for decision. The answer will be your answer. THE PROTES-— 
“TANT is acting-on the faith that you want us to go on, that you want to go on 
with us, that you are done with the defensive, that you are done with playing — 
the obliging victim, that you are done with looking down bashfully and apol- — 
ogetically when some subversive enemy of our democracy in whatever holy 
garb, yes be.he a cardinal or a pope itself or a Protestant potentate anointed 
with unholy Standard Oil, that all of us, ministers, rabbis, all minorities as 
we are all minorities, honest intellectuals, artists, workmen, businessmen, spear- 
headed and led by our anti-fascist clergy will look the enemy however exalted 
straight in his foolish arrogant face and face him down for the thief, the mis- 
creant, the traitor he is. | . : 
__ Man’s Destroyer was never busier than now separating men, tearing one 
man’s heart out of another’s. But true anti-fascists will laugh at the Destroyer, 
for their feet are on the highroad to creative community. And they have 
drunk from the well of a comradeship that is not in the power of the world 
to fill or empty. Their road leads out of time and “they are woven secretly 
together and cannot be parted forever.” (Pléase see outside back cover.) 
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ATTACKS — BIG AND LITTLE 


Hardly had the wave of the Community Relations Council attack hit us 
and begun to recede when along came another, the newspaper release by 
Mr. Joseph Brainin announcing no less than our sad death. The latter wave 
would have been inconsiderable except for the fact that Mr. van Paassen was 
associated with this attack. Mr. van Paassen has since written us that his resig- 
nation had nothing whatever to do with this affair. Let us be charitable and 
assume that those who invented this association were seized with a late mid- 
summer madness rather than that they were guilty of malicious falsehood in 
using the name of van Paassen to destroy a movement, which, whether or not 
he may be directly associated with it, must have been to some degree at least 
close to his heart.-At any rate the association gave this attack a proportion 
which was frightening to many who were already trembling from the impact 
of the American Jewish Committee-inspired criticism. Most of the press used 
Mr. Brainin’s release as an excuse to repeat the former attack. Some even put 
quotes from the former into the mouths of those who left THE PROTESTANT, 
most of whom were quite*innocent of any such intentions. Whatever the in- 
tention however, the timing of this release was perfect from the point of view 
of the fascist enemy. 7 . 

We have been given to understand that Mr. Morton Freeman is to edit a 
new magazine to called either The Covenant or The Quest. As we have 
said before publicly, this venture has our best wishes for success. 


OUR COMMITTEES AT WORK 


In Chicago there is a housing project called Airport Homes at 61st Street 
and Keeler Avenue. A Negro veteran with four battle stars, John R. Fort, with 
his wife who is an expectant’mother, arrived to move into one of the houses. 
They had their furniture in a truck and were no doubt eagerly looking forward 
to their new home. A crowd of about 2,000 people gathered to prevent Mr. 
Fort and two other Negro families from entering the project. The crowd 


yelled and threw stones. Forty policemen tried to keep order. They were hit — 


by rocks and other missiles and clawed by women. 

Monsignor Reynold Hillenbrandt with Rabbi Jacob Weinstein tried to 
calm the crowd which was in a very vicious mood. The Rev. Homer Jack, 
Secretary of the Chicago Council Against Social and Racial Discrimination, 
on hand to assist the Negroes, had his car overturned. 


The Rev. Paul J. Folino, Chairman, and the Rev. Erwin Gaede, Execu- 


tive Secretary of the Chicago Action Committee of THE PROTESTANT, helped 
the veteran move his furniture into the house after Gaede had driven the 
truck into the project in the face of the opposition of the crowd. Other ministers 
waded through the mud and helped move the furniture while the crowd con- 
tinued giving raucous vent'to its race hate. 


Fr 
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Rey. George Conner, Chairman of the Philadelphia Action Committee of 
THE PROTESTANT with othéf members of the Committee protested to the 
Governor against the mass meeting held in Philadelphia by Cardinal Daugherty — 
in behalf of the arch-traitor Stepinac of Yugoslavia. The Governor who was © 
to have attended the meeting did not do so. Meanwhile the Philadelphia — 
Ministers Union passed a resolution on Stepinac and on the mass meeting © 
which supported him. This resolution is printed below. | 

Dr. Murdock Palmer, Director of Special Services, is carrying on the work 
in the New York area. He is making a systematic check of all synagogues and i 
Jewish schools, especially in the tension districts. He is being given a warm 
welcome by the Rabbis of the five boroughs. bi 

The Rev. S. Martin Eidsath, Chairman of the Los Aaueles Action Com- © 
mittee, is building up a strong group of ministers in that area and establishing © 
contacts with Japanese, Negro and other minorities who are possible victims © 
of a rising neo-fascism. 


PHILADELPHIA MINISTERS ACT ON STEPINAC 
SET EXAMPLE FOR NATION 
Action Taken by the Ministers’ Union of Philadelphia and Vicinity 


WHEREAS: The Philadelphia County Chapter of Catholic War Veterans, with © 
the approval of Cardinal Daugherty and the blessing of the Pope, held © 
a mass meeting in the Philadelphia Municipal Convention Hall on Sun- 7 
day, December 1, 1946, at which time, according to press reports, a reso- F 
lution was passed relative to the arrest, trial and imprisonment of Arch- © 
bishop Stepinac of Yugoslavia, and 7 
WHEREAS: Part of the resolution was addressed to the Federal Government, 7 
_ the President and the State Department of the United States as follows: © 
“That our protests be brought to the attention of our Federal Government ~ 
together with the request that the President and State Department of the © 
United States of America insist on the immediate release of Archbishop © 
Stepinac from prison and the cessation of persecution of Catholics in ) 
Yugoslavia”, and a 
WHEREAS: According to the best reports available, the Government of Yugo- | 
slavia did not prosecute the Roman Catholic Church as a religious body, © 
_ but prosecuted an individual priest, as a citizen, for a crime against his ~ 
government, and 
WHEREAS: Protestants are being ruthlessly persecuted in Spain, Mexico, | 
Italy and other countries of Europe and South America, and similarly ) 
Jews in many parts of the world, and 
WHEREAS: There are religious conflicts between and discriminations against © 
religious groups within the United States, © 
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RESOLVED that the Ministers’ Union of Philadelphia and Vicinity, meeting in 
the First Baptist Church, Monday, December 9, 1946 declares the follow- 
ing to be its position: 

First: That we protest and condemn the persecution of any religious group 

| anywhere in the world. We hold that all groups should enjoy freedom of 
worship without molestation from governments or other religious groups. 

SECOND: That all any religious group has a right to demand of its national 
government is the unmolested right to worship as it pleases and to propa- 
gate its faith insofar as the exercise of thosé rights do not tend to destroy 
or overthrow government or to involve the government i in difficulties with 
other nations. 

THIRD: That if the United States, which is a government of al] the people 
should accede to the request of the Roman Catholic Church and interfere 
in the internal affairs of Yugoslavia it would establish a precedent which 
would undermine the historical American position of separation of church 
and state. It might further invite a series of such petitions from other 
religious groups. For instance, some Protestant group could well request 
our government to insist on the rescinding of the action of Franco's 
Catholic government in Spain which has passed’ restrictive legislation 
against Protestants, practically assuring their extermination. 

FOURTH: That we vigorously oppose the request addressed to the President 
of the United States and the State Department by the Roman Catholics 
as being wholly outside the jurisdiction of our government. We hold that 
the Archbishop Stepinac affair is exclusively the business of the govern- 
ment of Yugoslavia and the Roman Catholic Church and that our gov- 
ernment has no moral or legal right to interfere in the internal affairs 
of another nation. 

Be it further resolved that copies of this action be published in the newspapers 

of Philadelphia and sent to the President of the United States and to the 


State Department. 
} * * 


The Trade Union Council of British Guyana has sent a 
strong protest to President Truman and to the United. Na- 
tions against the campaign of violence and intimidation of 
the colored population which has been organized by the 
white population of part of the United States of America 
whose governments have_not taken effective steps to punish 
the aggressors and guarantee the security of the colored popu- 
lation. The protest states that the practice of racial intolerance 
encourages the enemies of the colored people in other coun- 
tries including the Union of South Africa and certain British 
possessions, “thus reducing the impotence of the international 
institutions created for the purpose of establishing and main- 
taining harmony between races.” 
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NO HALO FOR KAGAWA— PART II 


By BARNARD RUBIN 


ERHAPS ONE OF the most important 

factors in the future democratization 
of Japan is the type of education which 
Japanese children will receive. 

The two major educational associa- 
tions functioning in Japan today are 
Kagawa’s Japan Educators Union and 
the National Teachers Union héaded by 
Japan’s foremost historian, Goro Hani. 
The National Teachers Union is com- 
mitted to a program of abolishing all the 
feudalistic props of the old Japanese edu- 
cational system.., 

Kagawa’s Educators Union is fighting 
desperately for an educational system 
which would permit as much of the old 
teachings of Emperor-reverence as would 
not constitute an international scandal— 
but would yet have the same effect on the 
child mind as the old feudal system. 

A news item from the Tokyo Jiji Press 
of January 24 illustrates the educational 
struggle: 

“Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa’s strong ad- 
vocacy for the Tenno system is one of 
the biggest stumbling blocs impeding 
the projected realization of a unified 
national union of school teachers, it 
was learned by Jiji Press today. 

“The Zenkoku Kyoin Kumiai or 
National Teachers Union is known to 
be working for formation of a unified 
union of school teachers on a nation- 
wide scale, while the Nippon Kyoi- 
kusha Kumiai or Japan Educators 
Union, under the leadership of Dr. 
Kagawa, noted Christian leader and 
social reformer is strongly opposed to 
the proposition. .. . 

“In an interview with Jiji Press this 


afternoon, Dr. Kagawa declared that~ 


his Japan Educators Union is pledged 


in its platforms to the safeguarding of © 
the Tenno system and that the union 
will persist in refusing to include in 
the union anyone who is known to be 
advocating abolition of the Tenno sys- 
tem. 

, “He pointed out in this connection 
that the National Teachers Union has 
among its members such strong ad- — 
vocates of abolition of the Tenno gee 
tem as Goro Hani. . 


: 
“ ‘Merger with the National Teach- 
ers Union having among its members : 
such advocates of abolition of the 
Tenno system is simply impossible,’ . 
declared Dr. Kagawa. According to — 
this famed Christian leader, a union © 
movement does not necessarily call for ] 
unification of all unions. Unions hay- 
ing different views and policies may 
continue to act separately, he said... . — 
“In achieving its objectives,’ Dr. 
Kagawa further said, ‘a teachers union ~ 
should -strictly refrain from taking 
such violent action as strikes.’ “The 
guiding principle of a teachers union ~ 
should be the tie of love and spiritual- 
ism,’ he also said. 

“He admitted that what is standing 
in the way of merger between the 
Japan Educators Union and the Na- 
tional Teachers Union is nothing but 
difference in ideology. “But this is very 
important,’ he declared. . . .” 
Kagawa is carrying his fight against 

democratic education directly into the 
schools themselves. On February 26 he 
spoke to an audience of 1500 higher 
class pupils of the Maoka Primary 
School, the Maoka Girls High School, 
and the Maoka Agricultural School. 
Present, in addition to the students, were 


aw 
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the school teachers and principals and 
several score of citizens. 

The following is from a letter of five 
of the students who were present and 
from Shinsaburo Okonoje of the Japan 
People’s Cultural Federation, which ap- 
peared in Yomiuri Hochi of Match 10: 

“At the beginning of the lecture, at 
the request of Mr. Kagawa, a labor 
song written by him for factory work- 
ers during wartime was sung by the 

workers of a nearby factory and a 

group of pupils of the Primary School. 

The text of the song was written on 

the blackboard which was put on the 

platform to be seen by everybody. 

The song was militaristic. 

‘Along the river KINU 

Spread the fields wide and far. 

We stand on the hill of Maoka 

In view of clear Mt. Tukuba, 

Thinking about Sontoku famous 

farmers-leader 

We are determined to sacrifice our 

lives 

For the country of our Emperor. 


(Refrain) 
Light of science 
Light of society 
Should shine on the Hill of Light! 
May the energy be in us 
For the emancipation of Asia. 
Holding the inner light 
And the light of society 
May our day be glorious! 


Carrying the sufferings of the Far. 


East 
. On their backs, 
Soldiers of our country 
Defying death, 
Dash into the sky as vanguards, 
Their glory lies in laying down 
Their lives as the shields of the 
Emperor 
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Following these brothers 
We rise up with determined spirit. 


With whom shall we share 

The glory of being workers? 

We will share that glory 

With the sun and moon. 

Our young lives, 

Shining with the glory of limitless 
creation 

Be dedicated for our Emperor!’ ~ 


“Mr. Kagawa . . . (the letter con- 
tinues ) made his speech under the title 
of ‘Spiritual Reconstruction of New- 
Born Japan.’ 

“During his lecture he spoke al- 
most nothing about democracy. Then 
he spoke very highly of countries 
which had been ruled by kings. 

“At the end of his speech Mr. Ka- 
gawa strongly supported the Japanese 
Emperor and entreated the young stu- 
dents to gather their strength for the 
defense of the Emperor. His speech 
was closed in a big burst of applause 
by the audience.” 

Mr. Shinsaburo wrote: ‘Had this been 
an ordinary political speech, I should not 
have been much concerned about his ill- 


disposed attacks or his vindication of the. ~ 


Emperor system. However, at present, 
should such militaristic songs be sung, 
and such speeches full of falsehood be 
permitted? 

“There are students who are not de- 
veloped mentally and cannot see things 
critically. These students have not as yet 
cast off the yoke of wartime education. 

“Isn’t this attitude contrary to the 
SCAP (Supreme Command Allied 
Power) directive of December 22 which 
prohibited the diffusion of militaristic 
and ultranationalistic sentiments? Isn’t it 
also an attitude which hampers the demo- _ 
cratization of education? 
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“However, none of the principals, 

teachers, and townspeople in attendance 
opposed or objected to Mr. Kagawa. Has 
the Ministry of Education properly ad- 
vised these school staffs, which appar- 
ently still stick to nationalism and which 
still hold reactionary sentiments, of the 
SCAP directive? If it is the latter, I can- 
not but call for the thorough purge of 
the educational headquarters. This is an 
absolute necessity to democratize Japan's 
education. I believe this is the very need 
of the times.” 
_ What Mr. Shinsaburo did not say, and 
could not say, was that as long as GHQ 
permitted Kagawa and his ilk to poison 
the minds of Japanese youth, the ‘dem- 
ocratic’ directives would serve only as 
public relations material for the Ameri- 
can press. 

Of course, none of the above material 
was permitted to appear in the column. 
However, many of the chaplains were be- 
coming uneasy. At a Chaplains’ Associa- 
tion meeting in January a motion to ask 
GHQ to lift the censorship was intro- 
duced but was defeated by a vote of 40 
to 17. Unfortunately, there were many 


chaplains at the meetings who had just 


arrived from the States and who were 
not familiar with the issue. Later, they 
told Chaplain Yinger and other sup- 
porters of the motion that they would 
have supported it if they had’ known 
more about the background of the fight. 
There were three documents which 
the chaplains were interested in seeing. 
However, I felt at the time that I could 
not show them to anybody. I was in a 
precarious position. Counter Intelligence 
Corps agents and FBI men were now hot 
on my trail. The purpose of the Counter 
Intelligence Corps men was obvious. 
They wanted to get and suppress any 
unfavorable material on Kagawa I might 
have. Some of their efforts were crude. 


_me in the traditional cloak-and-dagger — 


_ statements. 


: December-January a 
One of them, for example, approached 


manner one day, intimated he was on — 
‘my side,’ and told me to meet him at his 
office. When I arrived there, he opened 
his door, peered uneasily into the corri- 
dor, closed the transom door, and then - 
went kicking around the room as if he 
was searching for dictaphones. 
After all these precautions had been 
taken, he started to talk. 
He was, looking at me significantly, a 
PROGRESSIVE. He had gotten into the | 
same kind of trouble as myself in the 
Philippines. Boy, those Huks (Filipino ~ 
guerrillas) were some guys, weren't 
they? He used to know quite a few of 
the boys. He mentioned some names. Did 
I know them? 
I told him I was a machine gunner in _ 
the Philippines and didn’t have much 
chance to get around. 
Look, he said, you and I are the same 
kinds of guys. I'd like to get this bastard” 
Kagawa; so would you. But you know, 
he said confidentially, that they’re keep-. 
ing a close eye on you. You'll never be 
able to get the stuff back to the States 
yourself. How about giving it to me, and 
we'll bust the whole business wide open. 
At that time incidents like the above 
were happening every day. There was no 
one I felt I could trust. If I would give 
the material to a chaplain, what guaran- 
tee was there that he would not turn it 
over to Counter Intelligence Corps, who 
would bury it. I decided not to give it to 
anyone; unless it entailed wide publicity 
Therefore, while in the army the only 
time I had an opportunity to release some 
of the material was during the dismissa 
fight when the press was publicizing our 


Material on Kagawa’s activities during 
the war was extremely difficult to ac 
quire. In the files of Tokyo's largest 
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: newspapers, like the Asal Mainichi, 


and Yomiuri, all clippings on Kagawa 
from December 1941 to the end of the 
war were missing. Copies of the radio 


talks he made during the war had dis- 


appeared from the files of Radio Tokyo. 

Editions of magazines which sup- 
posedly contained articles by him were 
absent from otherwise complete sets. 

I spoke to dozens of prominent peo- 
ple who I knew were fully aware of 
all the details of Kagawa’s wartime rec- 
ord. They would shut like clams when 
I approached them on the subject, and it 
was obvious that they were being silenced 
by fear. 

It was plain that they, like the promi- 
nent Japanese journalists who had in- 
formed me of MacArthur's plan to make 
Kagawa Premier, were naturally afraid 
to get in the way of the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Occupation Forces. How- 
ever, after the first article appeared, I 
was finally able to convince two promi- 
nent associates of Kagawa to sign the 
following statements. It was a display on 
their part of exceptional courage. 

The first one to make a statement was 
Mr. Chun Ke An, missionary of the 
Presbyterian Church and secretary of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Tokyo. Mr. Chun Ke An is now secre- 
tary of the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation of Formosa. His signed state- 
ment: 
“I was present at a meeting of lead- 

ing Christians of Tokyo at the Tokyo 
Y.M.C.A. in the beginning of April 
1944, when Dr. Kagawa made_his 
report. 
“Dr. Kagawa told how he brought 
the Great East Asia Declaration, which 
.was made at the Conference of heads 
of Asiatic puppet governments in No- 
vember 1943 in Tokyo, to China to 
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persuade Chinese Christians to sup- 
port Japan’s war. 

“He said he travelled to Shanghai, 
Nanking, and Peipin for about two 
months and spoke to about 100,000 
Chinese Christians. 

“He reported that he met some 
Chinese Government Officials from 
Chungking and talked to them about 
peace between China and Japan. 

“But the Chinese officials told him, 
he said, that if this had been done 
before the Great War it might have 
been successful.” 


The second man to make a statement 
was Dr. Kan Majima of Usi Machi, 
Shiba Prefecture. Dr. Majima had © 
studied in America and had been gradu- 
ated from the University of Chicago. He 
was one of Japan’s outstanding birth- 
control leaders and social workers, and 
had been associated with Margaret San- 
ger at the last International Birth-Con-_ 
trol Conference in Geneva, He was direc- 
tor of a hospital in the out-skirts of 
Tokyo and had been active for years in 
the cooperative movement. Three of his 
books, Ethics and Practice of Birth Con- 
trol, Mothers Must be Clever, and Civili- 
zation and the Sex Problem, had been 
suppressed by the military during the 
war. 

Dr. Majima’s signed statement: 

“T have .been associated with Mr. 

Kagawa for 25 years. : 

“I was sadly disillusioned with him — 
shortly before the war. I had men- — 

“tioned to him that the militarists were 

driving towards a war with America. 

Much to my surprise Kagawa said, ‘If 

the war starts, I will support it.’ When 

I wanted to discuss this with him, he 

called me a coward. 

‘‘About a year after the war started 
at a cooperative meeting in Honjo, 

Kagawa told me that Japan is very 
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strong and on the road to victory and 

that we must do everything We can to 

help her win. 

“After that we became estranged 
and I did not see him until April 
1945 at another cooperative meeting 
in Honjo. My hospital had been 
burned to the ground and I told him 
(Kagawa) that Japan had lost the war 
and that we, as social workers, should 
explain to the people that the war 
must be stopped. I told him that as a 
famous leader he should and could 
. .. speak out against the war. 

“A fierce argument broke out and 
Kagawa said that we must fight on if 
necessary even if we have to fight with 
bamboo poles. 

“I am very sorry to be writing this 
because I was a friend of Kagawa, 
but I believe that he did wrong as a 
Christian pacifist to tell the Japanese 
people to support the evil war against 
America.” 

One of the most difficult documents 
to obtain was the speech Kagawa made 
to the Diet on October 4, 1941 after his 
return from a lecture tour in America. 
The speech was in the nature of a re- 
port designed to inform the Japanese 
government as to the feasibility of a suc- 
cessful war against the United States. 
The report was entitled “‘On Division of 
Public Opinion in the U.S.A.”, and was 
made to the Foreign Affairs Committee 
in Rm. 4, Diet Building at 10:00 A.M. 

The fact that Kagawa spoke there is 
recorded in the Diet Record, but the 
copy of the speech itself was signifi- 
cantly missing. 

Finally, I heard that the Central Re- 
view (Chuo Koron) in its November 1st, 
1941 edition had reprinted the speech. 

Again, the same search. That particu- 
lar issue was missing from file after file 
of the magazine in libraries, schoois, etc. 
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which had complete ek with that one 
exception. Finally, after weeks of search- — 
ing, a Formosan friend of mine discov- 
ered a copy in the home of one of his 

friends. 


I had an official translation made by 
ATIS (Allied Translator and Interpreter 
Section of SCAP) as STARS AND 
STRIPES at that time was entitled to use _ 
their services. 


This is the official translation of the : 
speech: i 


Two Types of Opposition to War 

“On this trip to America we were © 
regarded at first with a kind of preju- — 
dice by the Americans. Just by look- 
ing at the newspaper, we could see 
that war sentiment was high in Amer- _ 
ica, and because we had come in the ~ 
interest of peace, there were many 
who disliked us. 

“Nevertheless, there were also 
those who had kept their faith and 
convictions. These were the Ameri- 
can religious groups. Organizations 
like the Vanguards (Saizensenjinei), 
led by Professor Clark of MacAllister 
College, in Minnesota, were espe- 
cially noteworthy in this connection. 
Clark had known me on my previous 
trip to America, five years ago, and 
he was especially courteous towards 
me this time, holding prayer meet- 
ings in my honor in Chicago. Further- 
more, Dr. Bradshaw, head of the 
Education Bureau of the Chicago 
Christian League, was also very kind 
to me, and lecture-meetings were 
held at night. Not only at night, but 
in the mornings as well, prayer meet- 
ings were held, and were eagerly at- 
tended by many. To you, the diligent 
Japanese, this is nothing, but to the 
average American, who likes to sleep 
late, getting up at 0700 and attend- 
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ing a prayer meeting is really some- 
thing. 

“Although we were forbidden to 
do so’ by the Government, we re- 
ceived powerful backing, and were 
able to hold rallies in the interests 
of Japanese-American relations. This 
pleased me very much. 

“There are two classifications into 
which the Americans opposed to 
American participation in war can be 
divided. One is the group opposed to 
participation in any war in aid of 
England. The other is the group that 
would oppose war even in the event 
of an attack by Germany. In Amet- 
ica, according to the famous public 
opinion poll conducted by Dr. Gal- 
lup, of Princeton University, about 
80 percent of the people oppose a 
war of the first type, and about 82 
percent oppose a war of the second 
type. Mr. Lindbergh, who flew across 
the Atlantic and the Pacific, is an ad- 
herent of the second group, because 
he feels that America is unprepared 
for war. 


The Copperhead Club 


“He studied German planes, pro- 
ductive capacity, and superiority, and 
because America cannot compete 
therewith, she must avoid war with 
Germany, he avers. However, those 
close to Roosevelt turned a deaf ear 
to this, and an interesting phenome- 
non occurred in America. 

“On April 4 of this year, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, apparently “disturbed 
by the unexpected success of a Lind- 
bergh rally in New York, named 
Lindbergh a ‘copperhead’. This term 
originated in the American Civil War, 
and was applied to officers in the 
northern armies who said that the 
north could not win the war, and 
were consequently treated as traitors. 
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Ordinarily, when the president chas- _ 


tises someone thus, the people, of 


course, back him up, but in this case 


there was evidence to the opposite 
effect. Of the 2900 commercial avia- 
tors in America, 90 percent of them 
in sympathy with Lindbergh, formed 
the Copperhead Club. This is a good - 
indication of the swing in public 
opinion. The Lindbergh group, with 
the famous General Wood as chair- 
man, is known as the America First 
Committee. General Wood is presi- 
dent of the largest communication 
monopoly in America, but, since he 
is an old mart, and is a poor speaker, 
the really active people are Lindbergh | 
and Wheeler. 

“Lindbergh joined the anti-war 
movement after a visit to Yale Uni- 
versity. There was a student at Yale 
who was a member of the famous 
peace-loving Quaker sect. His father 
was the originator of the famous 
Quaker Oats food. The son had been 
associating with various local left 
wing groups, but, after listening to 
Lindbergh, he was very much im- 
pressed, and taking a leave of absence 
from Yale University he threw him- 
self wholeheartedly into the move- 
ment, becoming one of the branch 
leaders of the organization. The 
father, impressed with the son’s ear- 
nestness, approved the leave of ab- 
sence from school and offered to sub- 
sidize Lindbergh, gladly paying all 
the’ expenses involved in lecture- 
meetings. In short, we must not over-. 
look the help of the youthful element 
in Lindbergh’s peace movement. 


Opposing Arguments Based on 
Protecting Democracy pee 
“Mr. Wheeler is a Senator. Five 
years ago I had a conference with 
Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Nye, and the chair- 


man of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, and Mr. Dies. =... There 
were just a small number of us and 
we discussed world peace problems. 
He is a very gentle person, and I did 
not think he would turn into the 
courageous fighter of today. 

“Mr. Wheeler’s opposition to 
Roosevelt was entirely in the interests 
of protecting democracy. 

“As long as President Roosevelt 
claims that the purpose of aid to Eng- 
land is the protection of democracy, 
he is opposed by Wheeler's argument, 
also based on democracy. Wheeler 
claims that if war starts, democracy 
will disappear and the president will 
become a dictator, consequently, in 
order to protect democracy England 
must not be helped. 

“Therefore, Wheeler et al, at every 
opportunity, expressed anti-war senti- 
ment to President Roosevelt, and 
hoped for prudence on the part of the 
president, but their efforts were nulli- 


_ fied by a group of the war advocates. 


The people were reacting more and 
more violently. That the people were 


: in sympathy with the anti-war idea of 


Mr. Wheeler is shown in the follow- 
ing example, I believe. Mr. Wheeler, 
taking advantage of his position as a 
Senator, distributed a million post- 
cards bearing anti-war sentiments. 
Secretary of War Stimson was very 
much angered by this. He criticized 
Wheeler severely, saying that he was 
a traitor, and had gone too far. It 
seemed that Stimson, as Secretary of 
War, felt that he could count on the 
backing of the people, once he beat 
down Senator Wheeler. 


“However, Secretary of War Stim- 
son was wrong in his estimate. The 
NY Times also attacked Senator 


Wheeler ote saying he } ha 


gone too far and supported Stimson 
The president also attacked Wheeler, 
in the same way. This incident o 
curred in July of this year, and I was 
afraid that Mr. Wheeler would no 
be able to withstand the treason ac 
cusation. This came up in the Senate 
immediately thereafter. However. 
Senator Hiram Johnson, of Cali 
fornia, spoke up for Mr. Wheeler. 
He defended him by saying that 
Wheeler’s conduct was based entirely 
on patriotism, and was not treason 
able, as Stimson said. He dramatically 
said that if Wheeler went to jail, they 
might as well do the same with him, 
Johnson. 


“The spectators listening to the de 
bate that day applauded from the 
gallery. Since applause from the gal- 
lery is absolutely forbidden in the 
Senate, Vice President Wallace, Presi- 
dent of the Senate, ordered gallery 
applause stopped, but Mr. Johnson’s 
defense was so comradely, and so full 
of patriotic spirit that, contrary to 
Vice President Wallace’s desires, the 
spectators applauded again. Wallace, 
offended, grew angry this time and 
shouted that if there was any more 
applause the gallery would be cleared. ¥ 
After that the gallery was silent for 
the first time. This clearly indicates 
how the people and their leaders are 
split. However, Wheeler's attitude is 
a very prudent one, and he never op- 
poses President Roosevelt as an in- 
dividual. This is the mark of the 
statesman; even when offended by the 
attitude of President Roosevelt, he 
never got angry. Although he opposes 
participation in war, he does not at- 
tack President Roosevelt as an indi- 
vidual. 


| 


The Fedasaeits of War and the 
_ Problem of the Jews 


“Former president Hoover's argu- 
ment against participation in war is 
based on economic considerations. In 
April and June of this year he made 
statements opposing American par- 
ticipation in war, based on economic 
reasons. These were strong argu- 
ments, and since they came from 
such an expert on economics, I was 
impressed. Former president Hoover 
does not oppose President Roosevelt's 
desire to aid England, but he thinks 
that the way to aid England is to stay 
out of war, because if America enters 
the war the food and munitions ear- 
marked for England would all be 
needed for American consumption. 
Also, if America goes to war, the 
goods sent to England across the 
Pacific, through Suez, etc., would all 
spoil, and America would be very 
much the loser. Furthermore, he is 
pessimistic about the transports 
needed to ship war goods. He says, 
if America enters the war, it will be 
in danger of not having enough ship- 
ping. 

“We must mention here that many 
_of America’s chief war advocates are 
Jews. 

“Even the people in America who 
never before had discrimination 
against the Jews, were now indignant 
at the conduct of the Jews, and would 
remember this. This was told to me 
by Mr. Landon, 1936 Presidential 
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candidate. When I heard this, even I - 


felt this indignation. Up to that time 
I had always been as sympathetic as 
possible toward the Jews, but, after 
hearing Mr. Landon’s tale, I couldn't 
help entertaining the same unpleasant 
feeling as Mr. Landon, because the 


jeg had certainly gone too pe 
(Italics mine—B. R.) 
Pea Tendencies 


““‘In America, all the religion 
gtoups oppose war, but if Germany 


were to attack, it would be a different 


story. Nevertheless, Germany does _ 
not have enough shipping for that 

and America does not have the ship- — 
ping to attack distant Germany. Ac- 
cording to military experts, American — 
transports total 12 million tons. If 4 
million are used for aid to England, 
4 million will be needed for oil ship- 
ment, and only 4 million will be left 


to be used against Germany. It was 


in the light of these facts that former 
President Hoover opposed participa- 
tion in war, I believe. ... 

“Last year, on November 4, before 
the presidential election, President 


Roosevelt made a promise to all the ; 


mothers of the entire nation, saying, 
“Mothers, I repeat, your sons will © 
never be sent to the battlefields.’ 
Since that time conditions have 


’ changed quite a bit, but the Women’s 


Peace League organized a mothers’ 


society and, with the above mentioned _ 


words of the president emblazoned 


on posters and flags, picketed the | 


White House day after day. 


Chief Source of Irritation 

“On August 20, Roosevelt and 
Churchill had a consultation at sea, 
and it is said that Roosevelt declared, 
‘America will not be ready to fight in 


1941 or in 1942. If that is so, he 
must be very worried about the split 
in public opinion and about hisown = __ 


statement. 


“On May 27 of this year, Roose- as 
velt, who had been silent for four 
weeks, finally broadcast a fireside chat 


to the nation. At that time he did 


not mention Japanese problems at all, 

and the next day, the press asked why. 

He made the following reply: ‘Re- 

cently, after considering various cit- 

cumstances, I ordered the Pacific fleet 
into the Atlantic.’ 

“About two weeks after this state- 
ment, America froze German and 
Italian assets, closed their consulates, 
and sent’ home their exchange stu- 
dents. This was on June 14. Japan 
was excepted at that time, but about 
40 days later, on July 25, in con- 

nection with the French-Indo-China 

problem, Japan’s assets were also 
frozen. Thereupon, I booked passage 
by regular steamship, and returned to 

Japan.” 

Less than two months after Kagawa 
made this report to the Diet, which 
stressed what in his opinion was the 
main characteristic of American morale, 
ie., the strength of appeasement and 
anti-Semitic sentiment fostered by 
Wheeler, Lindbergh, Nye, Dies, and 
Landon, the Japanese Military embold- 
ened by the report of their ‘expert’ on 
America bombed Pearl Harbor. 

Kagawa is still on the loose. Although 
his appointment to the House of Peers 
was held up by GHQ as a result of the 
publicity, Kagawa is still permitted to 
cafry On in as many important fields of 
Japanese life as he is able to. 

At Topping House, when I left Japan, 
GIs, officers, and chaplains were still 
being educated by the American traitors. 
They were then circulating a pamphlet 
on the Emperor by Elizabeth Kilburn. 
The pamphlet was simply a plea to 
American soldiers to favor retention of 
the Emperor. 

The pamphlet justified the Japanese 
acquisition of Manchuria: “every think- 
ing person realized Japan’s need for an 


THE PROTESTANT. 


December- Januar) | 


outlet and also the necessity for her te 
build a wall against the Russian advance. 
in to the East.” 
On Hirohito and the rescript ending | 
the war: ‘. . . they.and all the other: 
began to see that the Emperor had de 
cided to take a most difficult task, one 
of great humility, which from the 
people’s point of view would be worse 
for him than death, and he was taking 
this road voluntarily in order to save 
their lives—because he loved them. 


“As one of my dear Japanese friends , 
expressed it: “From that very moment 
the Emperor came down from a position’ 
high up in the skies—far, far away and 
became the real Father of our nation.” 

On relieving the Zaibatsu of war 
guilt: “One big buisnessman who has 
suffered greatly at the hands of this” 
group (the military) said to us: ‘Our war 
here in Japan has not really been against’ 
America but against militarism.’ ”’ 

GHQ is still permitting the circula- 
tion of this propaganda to American 
troops. 

Kagawa is still playing a leading role 
in the cooperative and trade union move- 
ments (he teaches classes at labor 
schools), he plays a leading behind-the- — 
scenes role in the Social Democratic and 
Cooperative parties; he is still a leader 
in, Japanese Christian circles, and still 
the main leader in the fight against 
democracy in the Japanese school sys- 
tem; and still one of the major forces’ 
in Japan used to strengthen the hold of 
the feudal Emperor system upon the 
Japanese people. 

He is still a menace to the democratic 
potentialities of the Japanese people. 

For that reason, MacArthur still 
seems to be reluctant to remove him 
from the Japanese scene. 


SIDETRACKING THE PROBLEM 


By DR. JOSHUA BLOCH 


N CONNECTION with the announce- 

ment of the recent appointment of a 
new director of the Foreign Language 
Department of the Anti-Defamation 
League of B'nai B'rith, the National 
Director of the League declared, quite 
correctly, that the foreign ~ language 
groups in this country “are frequently 
the chief target of the native - born 
bigot.” But he also stated that because 
of their closer ties to Europe, the for- 
eign language groups in this country 
“are sometimes unwittingly the carriers 
of subversive, foreign un - American 
propaganda.” 

This is not so. It is an altogether un- 
founded statement. Indeed, it is as un- 
fortunate an assertion as it is false. It 
is a serious reflection upon the loyalty 
to the United States of many an Ameri- 
can citizen who belongs to the so-called 
“foreign-language groups.” For one or 
another legitimate reason such citizens 
often adhere to the languages and litera- 
tute of their ancestors, many of whom 
came to this country more than one gen- 
eration ago. While steeped in the cul- 
ture and traditions of this country they, 
very properly, are not willing to break 
completely with those cultural and re- 
ligious values, including folkways, re- 
ligious rites and ceremonies which they 
correctly regard as a precious spiritual 
legacy. What reason is there to fear their 
loyalty to this country and its institu- 
tions? Why look upon them with sus- 
Picion? 

W hat Is True Americanism? 

There are many Jews among those 

citizens of this country who belong to 


‘Reprinted from Jewish Examiner, Vol. 36, 
| No. 22, Nov. 29, 1946. 


os 2. 


the so-called “foreign language groups.” 
Many of them, whether naturalized or 
native-born, have not forsaken the 
tongues and traditions dear to their 
fathers whether of native or foreign 
birth. Yet their Americanism is un- 
tainted. 


To cast aspersion upon their patriot- 
ism and to question their loyalty to the 
country to which they owe undivided 
allegiance by describing them as “‘car- 
riers of subversive, foreign un-American 
propaganda” is reprehensible. It is cer- 
tainly unworthy of one whose job it is 
to guard and to protect the good name 
and fame of Jews everywhere especially 
in this country where, as he correctly 
points out, they are often the targets of 
bigots and baiters. 


Cumulative evidence is gradually pil-. 


ing up in support of the frequently 


““whispered’’ charge that some so-called 


Jewish defense agencies are lined up 
with dark forces in this country and 
elsewhere and are engaged not so much 
in fighting anti-Semitism as they are in 
secret and open endeavors to counteract 
political trends which have no direct 


connection with frequent anti-Semitic 


manifestations. The attitude of the Na- 
tional Director of the Anti-Defamation 


League toward “foreign language 
in this country is certainly 


groups” 
symptomatic of this condition. It is high 
time that those who call upon the Jews 
of America to’ generously finance such 
questionable activities set forth in can- 
did language their program and describe 
with utmost honesty and in detail the 
methods they pursue in attaining their 
objectives. In so doing they must be 


sure to satisfy the community that in ~ 


~ 
> 
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no way are they directly or indirectly 
involved in activities calculated to 
strengthen the hands of the Fascist 
forces in this country and elsewhere. 
They must be requested that they give 
assurance that they are wittingly or un- 
wittingly not contributing more to the 
promotion of, than to the eradication 
of, anti-Semitism. 


Following Bigotry’s Pattern 


Any one who dares to charge the so- 
called foreign language groups, with be- 
ing carriers.of subversive activities, be- 
cause of their ties with relatives abroad, 
employs the language of the anti-Semite. 
What basis is there for the assumption 
that the so-called foreign language 
groups in this country are carriers of 


OUR DAILY BREAD 
By PAUL J. FOLINO 


“AJL that serves Labor serves the na- 
tion. All that harms Labor is treason 
to America. No line can be drawn 
between these two. If any man tells 
you that he loves America yet hates 
Labor, he is a liar. If any man tells 
you he trusts America, yet fears Labor, 


he is a fool. There is no America . 


without Labor.” 

These are not my words. They are 
the thought and conviction of one of 
the greatest of all Americans. He knew 
whereof he spoke, because he himself 
came up out of the ranks of Labor. Liv- 
ing as he did in a young and vigorous 
country he saw the inestimable contribu- 
tions of the common workingman to the 
building of a great industrial nation. He 
knew from personal experience, and 
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subversive activities? What about the 
native-born Fascists? They and their ilk 
have done more to undermine the se- 
curity of American principles of liberty: 


than all the foreign-born agents, who, 


while enjoying American hospitality, 


serve their masters abroad. Are Jews: 
found among them? Yet, a year or scm), 


ago, a spokesman for the Anti-Defama- 


f 
Ni 


th 


tion League of B'nai B'rith eee 


scated that the organization for which 
he speaks is not concerned with fighting 
Fascism. 

There is good reason to suspect that, 
professional defenders of the Jews 
against anti-Semitism consciously or un-. 
consciously promote often unfounded: 
fears while the real struggle against : 
anti-Semitism is side-tracked. They op> 
erate with “political” wisdom. 


—The Common Ground Between the Church and Labor | 


from the experience of holding the 
highest office in the land, that of the 
Presidency, that there were all around = 
him forces. in American life which & 
would enslave the American worker if : 


they could. Listen again to his words: 


“It is the eternal struggle between | 
these two principles — right and 
wrong—throughout the world. They | 


are the two principles that have stood 
face to face from the beginning of 
time, 
struggle. The one is the common right 


of humanity, and the other the divine 


0) 


; 


mH 


j 
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and will ever continue to ‘ 


rf 
: 


right of kings. It is the same principle — 
in whatever shape it develops itself. — 


It is the same spirit that says “You | 
work and toil and earn bread and I'll — 


eat it’. No matter in what shape it 


{ 


comes, whether from the mouth of a 

king who seeks to bestride the people 
of his own nation and live by the 
fruit.of their labor, or from one race 
of men as an apology for enslaving 
another race. It is the same tyrannical 

principle... .” : 

Jith these words you cannot have failed 
) guess who this man is .. . yes, it is 
braham Lincoln, the sixteenth Presi- 
ont of the United States. 

The struggle that President Lincoln 
) simply, yet so realistically character- 
es is not a struggle which has ceased 
. American life. There are still mighty 
yrces in this country of ours who say 
| pseudo-patriotism they ‘love Amer- 
a’’; but hate Labor with all their mind, 
id soul and spirit! 

In 1938, Mr. John Philips, a leader 
f the Associated Farmers, an organiza- 
on of bankers, utility companies, rail- 
yad companies, packing corporations, 
igar and canning interests on the West 
oast, had this to say about the rising 
ower of Nazi Germany: 

“Hitler has done more for democracy 
than any other man before him’. 

Under the leadership of men like Mr. 
hn Philips, and backed by the money 
nd pressure of his powerful business 
sociation, the legislature of Oregon in 
scent months has passed a bill which 
vakes it illegal for the workers to strike, 
) boycott, to picket, and even to use 
1e word ‘“‘scab”. The union movement, 
y the signature of one man, the gov- 
rnor of the state, has become a move- 
lent with no strength and no rights. 
‘his has happened because of people in 
ur country, who say in one breath “I 
»ve America’, and in the next, shout 
Down with Organized Labor’. They 
re the groups and people who still be- 
eve in the principle of the “Divine 
ights of Kings’. These men would say 


~ 
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to the Organized Worker in America 
today: “You work and toil, and earn 
bread, and I'll eat it’. 

The years that lie immediately ahead 
are going to be days of bitter strife and 
conflict for those who believe in the 
tights of the worker to organize to pro- 
tect himself and his family from these 
forces in America which would welcome 
the return of the ‘“‘good ol’ days’ of 
industrial slavery. It will be essentially. 
a conflict between those who “‘seek to 
bestride the people . . . and live by the 
fruits of their labor’, and those of us 
in the ranks of the workingman who 
refuse, yes, with our lives if necessary, 
to have the yoke of such slavery put 
upon our necks. The day is coming and 
is not so far distant when all of us here 
in America will have a major, and far- 
reaching decision to make . . . Will we 
be on the side of the workers or on the 
side of those who say, ‘“You work and 
toil and earn bread, and I'll eat it’? It 
will be an inescapable choice. 


Here then is the first common ground 
between the Church and Labor... . 
They are morally bound to fight with 
all their strength and power those forces 
in America and the world which would 
enslave men, depriving them of all the 
rights and liberties for which our for- 
bears died and which our sons have 
fought to preserve. : 

No matter how much people within 
both the Church and the ranks of Labor 
wish they were not citizens of a state, 
the inescapable fact is this: All are citi- 
zens of the state in which they live. 
Neither your piety in the church, nor 
your loyalty to a union can make it pos- 
sible for you to escape living under the 
laws of the land. The ever-present ver- 
dict of human history is this: 

“If men under government do not 

care about that government and its 
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rule, it soon becomes tragically ap- 
parent that government des not care 
what becomes of or what happens to 
those who live under its jurisdiction. 
‘Good, decent, free government’ is 
only obtained because enough people 
are willing to see that government 
continues to preserve and enlarge the 
laws and rights which make for the 
highest human growth and develop- 
ment.” 

The greatest enemy of good, demo- 
cratic government are those of you who 
don’t care what becomes of your gov- 
ernment! Who don’t care what happens 
to organized labor! Who go around tell- 
ing people there is nothing you can do 
about it! These are the attitudes that 
were held and expressed by the people 
of Germany in the late twenties and the 
early thirties... . And they woke up one 
morning and found themselves under a 
tyranny the like of which the world has 
never known. 


“Freedom”, as Benjamin Franklin 
once said, “is only retained at the price 


_— of eternal vigilance’. Fascism, the eter- 


nal antithesis of Democracy, will come, 
if we let it come to America, under the 


kind of slogans and beliefs that are typ- 


ically American. . . . You can be sure 

that they will be anti-labor, anti-Jew, 

anti-Negro; and all of these will be sub- 

setvient to the one dominating slogan 
‘Free Enterprise’’. 

Here is a common ground of respon- 
sibility which imposes itself upon both 
Church and Labor . . . The job of re- 
taining what freedom we: have!. The job 
of making newer freedoms to be born! 

Again, there is the extensive common 
ground between the Church and Labor 
in the increased concern of both great 
movements for a greater measure of 
Security for the people of the nation and 
the world. 


* which are theirs, cannot help but dedi) 
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The first petition in ‘the Lord’s Prayei 
uttered by Jesus are these simple words 
“Give us this day our daily bread”. Thig'! 
petition is uttered almost in the sa H 
breath with the petition for God’s will 7 
to be done on earth. Jesus knew tha), 
men did not live by bread alone, but 
he also knew and believed that men hac 
the right to enough bread and enough} 
security to enable them to give them) — 
selves to the spiritual development oi 
their lives. H 


Many of these people are memberi 
of the Church. Can anyone beso foolish ; 
as to say that the conditions of theiy{ 
security and the amount of their income 
is not'the concern of the ministry ane 
of the Christian Church? We know it itt 
the concern of Organized Labor. F 
basically this is the reason for Organ) 
ized Labor. . 


The Church and Labor both, to b 
true to themselves, and the conviction! 


cate themselves to seeing that every 
American, regardless of creed, color of} 
race, has a job at good union wages, 0) 
a farm, business of profession which 
pays a legitimate and decent income 
Every American is entitled to live in @ 
well-built convenient home, decently 
furnished. Good food and enough of it | 
medical care, good schooling for ow), 
children with an equal chance foy| 
healthy and happy development art 
every American’s right! Every Americat 


income through social insurance which, 
will help tide the family over in casi}, 
of sickness, old age, early death of the 
wage earner, and in case of unemploy 
ment. 
The American economy can and mus 
provide these basic needs for the grea 


ae 


ue to exist with the kind of economic 
security which verges on the abyss of 
verty. For the final end of all good 
vernment is the abolishment of pov- 
ty forever. 

To this great task, both the Church 
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OT LONG AFTER the Quadragesimo 
_ Anno was issued from the Vatican 
1931, a priest who lived near to my 
urch, told me that in his patish they 
acticed communism. He was referring 
tt to the Communism damned by the 
)peain his encyclical, but to the Sisters 
ho lived next door to the church who 
‘Id all things in common, received little 
iy, and derived their chief satisfaction 
it of the cause which they served. He 
eant “communism” in the New Testa- 
ent sense, “To each according to his 
eds,’’ and I could agree with him that 
ese servants of the church had a very 
90d record of self-abnegation. 
Now there has appeared a spirited ar- 
cle by a leading member of the hier- 
chy, who says that “Communism is 
n-American.”” He means the Commu- 
sm which helped to defeat Hitler, and 
. this country, helps to defeat Republi- 
ins and reactionary Democrats. He 
eans, although he does not say so, the 
ommunism which also has tried to do a 
b in Europe and in Asia of practicing 
1e principles of. the early Christians, 
ith the added ‘injunction, “from each, 
cording to his ability.’ The writer, 
ancis Cardinal Spellman, is therefore 
ndemning a large part of the works 
his own church when he makes his 
holesale attack upon Communism. 
A critical reader of his article would 
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‘and Organized Labor are committed. If 


these are not in the forefront of their 
thinking and their action, both will have 
betrayed the first petition of our Lord’s 
prayer... “Give us this day our daily 
bread’’, 


ISM 


go even further, and see in his list of un- 
Americanisms, actual charges which have _ 
also been levelled against political activ- — 
ities of the hierarchy in America. To test 
this, I re-read the article, and wherever 
the Cardinal used the word ‘““Commu- 
nism,” I crossed it out and wrote the 
word “Catholicism,” meaning political 
Catholicism of course. The result was 
astounding. It seemed almost as though 
au apostate was looking back upon his 
erstwhile religion, and judging it in 
terms of the Americanisms of an Abra- 
ham Lincoln or a John Dewey. Starting 
with the credo, “I believe in America, 
her freedoms, her ideals, her traditions,” 
he then said, “I believe that C 

violates these freedoms, is opposed to 


these ideals, transgresses these traditions, 


and is weakening our nation’s unity and 
wrecking our American way of life. If 
C——_——_— triumphs, Americanism 
will die.” 

In any debate over basic Amezican- 
ism it would be well to define one’s terms 
and to be specific with one’s facts. In- 
stead of doing this, the Cardinal coasts 
along on the anti-Russian hoax which 
has been foisted upontthe American pub- . 
lic. He mentions one Roman Catholic 
family where the daughter became a 
writer for the Communists and the boy, 
aged twelve, gave up his belief in God. 
This would hardly justify the scare that 
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America is going to the Communist 
dogs, that ‘‘the seeds of confusion and 
disunion are spawning and spreading, 
and C—_______ is growing.” There 
is confusion in America, but it is the 
old-confusion of unplanned economy, 
not the new-confusion of Communism. 
Communism is growing, if we can be- 
lieve the Daly Worker, but its scant 
100 thousand is still a long way short 
of the Roman Catholics who number 23 
million. In fact the power of the hier- 
archy is mounting daily. For all prac- 
tical purposes (if a war with Russia may 


be considered practical) America is rap- 


idly veering into the pro-Vatican column 
of nations. Assuredly, as Edward Linde- 
man pointed out, Roman Catholics can 
no longer be considered a true minority 
in America. 


“C——__________ have inflicted their 


sinister influences and domination on 


evety small helpless nation which they 
‘liberated’ or conquered, and unless we 
awaken and unite, our common interests 
and common efforts to save our common 
country, we too shall be conquered.” If 
a critic of Roman Catholicism had writ- 
ten this, he would be thinking of Latin 
America before the Monroe Doctrine. 
He would undoubtedly have in mind the 
rise of fascism in Europe, the signing of 
the concordats with Mussolini and Hit- 
ler, and the crop of dictators from Pottu- 
gal to Roumania, all Roman Catholic. 
Actually, the State Department of “our 
common country” has already been 
“conquered” not by Communists but by 
the many disciplined servants of the 
Vatican who have been alerted to the 
ambitions of their hierarchy the world 


_ over. Had the laws of the land not been 
_ feverishly-amended in a legislative track 


meet in 1936, it is doubtful whether the 
European fascists could have put Franco 
into power, and it is possible that World 
War II could have been avoided, 


-against ourselves.” If this shoe fits the | 


: Dectibes Jammer 


If we are to think of “‘sinister influ- / 
ences and domination” of a nation, lis- | 
ten to this: ‘‘a government decree issued ' 
today ordered the registration of all | 
religious organizations, except Roman | 
Catholic. The decree forbade the estab- 
lishment of new Protestant missions or | 
churches to work among the Indians, 
and required that in the future, all Prot- ' 
estant sects must be approved by the ' 
local Catholic bishop before they can’ ’ 
deal with the Government.” This quota- i 
tion is not from Cardinal Spellman’s ar- | 
ticle, but is an Associated Press story 
which appeared in my local paper on~ : 
June 2nd, released from Buenos Aires. | 
It does orand a little like “C. j 
ate suppressing and distorting truth, are 
intimidating men and inflicting despot- 
ism on America. . . .’ The Argentina ‘ 
government is not acting in a high-‘ 
handed fashion. It is entirely in ac- 4 
cord with the campaign launched four 
years ago by the American hierarchy to 
keep Protestant missions out of Latin 
America. { 

Coming back to the United States of ‘ 
America, “in government, in industry, ° 
in labor unions, in our political and — 
educational systems, even in the armed _ 
services of our country, C-——_— 
and C————_—_——_ sympathizers hold” 
responsible positions, while members of — 
their party use the press, the radio, and — 
the films to influence and divide us 


left foot, it surely fits the right one too. 
If the Communists have tried to capture 
the labor unions, the Catholics, in many } 
instances, have succeeded. 


q 


Without belaboring the question of | 
whether there is Catholic domination in - 
the politics of our large cities, let us . 
take the question of education — the , 
schools, the place where Americanism , 
is really born and nurtured in our on- 4 
coming citizens. Even conceding that the , 


rand of Americanism taught in the pa- 
rochial schools is not of the order pro- 
mulgated by Cardinal Spellman, but is 
identical with the Angelo Patri kind, 
there would still be the problem of a 
dual system of education. Children 
would have the matter explained to 
them, but they would still be conditioned 
to the fact that there were differences 
which adults considered more important 
than the ideal of Horace Mann. The 
father of the public school made it clear 
in the very beginning that religion in the 
schools should not be a matter of in- 
doctrination. Rather, he said “it should 
be on a level with politics, not making 
the child vote with this or that political 
party when he comes of age, but for the 
urpose of enabling him to choose for 
imself which party he will vote.” In 
is very first Report on education, he 
oints out that private schools in this 
ountry as in England reduce religion to 
olemics rather than making the Gospel 
“temple of peace.”” When Protestants 
hink that they can solve this problem 
y putting religion into the public 
chool, released time or otherwise, they 
te only aggravating the problem and 
elaying the solution. If Mexico, a Ro- 
an Catholic country, could put all edu- 
ation in the hands of the State, surely 
ur country could, even though an oc- 
asional teacher might be a Communist. 
housands of teachers, and even princi- 
als in our public schools are Roman 
atholics. 


Just as important as the schools, is 
‘he matter of adult education — the 
ress, the radio, and the films. As Cardi- 
Ihal Spellman says, “Wherever C- 
ules, the press conforms, or dies, and 
he radio is an absolute State monopoly.” 
‘o America these three avenues may not 
e in conformity with Romanism, but 
hey are in conformity with the unwrit- 
en rule that it shall never be shown in 


or 
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an unfriendly or even critical light. 
What the Pope does, is front page pub- 
licity; what he says is frequently broad- 
cast on world-wide hookups; when re- 
ligion goes to Hollywood it always — 
comes out a confirmed Roman Catholic. 


The conspiracy of restraint in criticiz- 
ing Catholics surely isn’t a part of the 
strategy used against Communists. Yet, 
we read from the Cardinal’s pen, “What 
I state here about C is known not 
to me alone, nor is it news to many in ~ 
high places and in low, but most of 
those who know the facts speak in fear- 
ful whispers or in private round-table 
talks. This method will not cure the 


_ creeping paralysis of inertia attacking 


America. ... Too many . . . consider it 
merely a philanthropic movement to im- 
prove the condition of the poor and 
underprivileged.’ Here His Eminence 
is surely speaking from experience. He 
has enjoyed an immunity of criticism 


- which goes back to the time when Amer- 


icans stopped reading the Menace and 
other journals which circulated cheap 
innuendo about your church. Non- 
Catholics today are quick to speak. of 
the fine work which you do for the © 
underprivileged, whereas they should 
go on and censor the gigantic wealth 
which is controlled by the hierarchy. If _ 
this wealth were controlled by all Cath- 
olics, in a kind of Theistic Socialism, it 
might be defensible, and would be the 
logical kind of communism which early 
Christians bequeathed to the church 
along with their martyrdom. 


Yes, there is a long-standing quarrel 
between Romanists and Communists, 
particularly those at.the top. There is a 
“Vatican line’ handed down, just as 
there is a Communist one, with the 
main difference that the Vatican line 
stresses in season and out the “anti-, 
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Communist line.” In the purchased 
radio time of Msgr. Fulton.J. Sheen, 
in paid advertisements, and in regular 
pronouncements which come down from 
the hierarchy for reading in the churches, 
Communists and the Communist-line are 
baited to the limit for all who will bite. 

Americans will have to face the prob- 
lem of Communism, and the things 
which Francis Spellman sees in Com- 
munism which are also in Romanism. 
We have no choice but to do as he says 
and keep alive democracy, defending it 
“from enemies within and without our 
borders.” Eventually, we must do some- 
thing about our dual system of educa- 


CHRISTIAN FRONT IN POLAND 
By ANTONI GRONOWICZ 


ae MOST Americans the existence of 
Protestantism in Poland comes as a 
complete surprise. It is with astonish- 
ment they learn that, at the outbreak of 
the war, there were about one million 
members of Evangelical churches of 
vatious denominations in this Roman 
Catholic country of Poland. 

Although this group is numerically 
small in proportion to Poland’s total 
population of thirty-six millions, its 
progressive influence in the life of the 
country up to the time of the German 
occupation was vefy great. Protestants 
were important in the economy of the 
country since the largest iron and steel 
and textile plants were in the hands of 


‘Protestant families. Protestant profes- 


sors, senators, deputies and even an oc- 
casional member of the cabinet were the 


December- ani 


tion, but immediately there is the prob- 
lem of opening up the channels of pub- 
lic information. Perhaps the first thing 
to make clear, as Bishop Oxnam of the 
Methodist church has done, is that criti- 
cism of Roman politics does not carry 
with it any implied comment upon the 
religion of the individual before his 
altar nor upon the sacrificial spirit of 
missionaries, priests and nuns, who a 
served the one Master, sacred to all o 

us. But when a Christian Front stores. 
up arms, when a, priest calls our Presi= 
dent a “‘liar,” when politics become cor 
rupt and when war is fomented, that # 
our business. 


i 
| 
This article tells how, while official Protestantism and Romanis 
served Hitler, there were many politically anti-Vatican priests and true 

Protestants who served God and fought the Nazis. 


progressive, liberal influence in Polish 
life. 
At the outbreak of the war Sota 
schools were functioning on modern), 
liberal lines. Protestant publications) 
comprised the liberal political, socia 
and cultural periodicals of the country | 
Cooperative savings banks were uniqui’ 
features of Protestant congregation: 
which contributed in no small measut# 
to Polish life. 
The Constitution of March 192) 
stated that ‘‘No citizen for reasons 0) 
faith or religious conviction can be re 
stricted in rights, enjoyed by other citi’ 
zens,’ and that, ‘‘all the inhabitants 0) 
the State of Poland are entitled bo 
publicly and privately to free confession 
of their faith and to the performance: 
of the rites of their religion.” 


SL een 


Poland was proud of her liberal con- 
stitution. With millions of people eager 
to work in the exploitation of her natural 
resources—coal, iron, copper, zinc, lead, 
naphtha, and salt—and in the cultiva- 
tion of her broad fertile acres, Poland 
faced the future with confidence. 


Backward March 


But the reactionaries then, as they had 
done years earlier, appealed to the Pope, 
who sent Achille Ratti, as nuncio, post- 
haste to their support. Very adroitly 
Ratti led the opposition to the young, 
growing liberal policies, subtly strength- 
ening the hands of the selfish, conserva- 
tive vested interests and deceiving the 
Polish people, eighty per cent of whom 
are Roman Catholic. Complete victory 
or the reactionaries was achieved. A 
oncordat was signed with the Vatican 
d Ratti became the permanent nuncio. 
ater, some time after the completion 
f his highly successful mission in Po- 
and, Ratti became Pope Pius XI. 
Marshal Pilsudski, the close friend of 
chille Ratti, came into power in 1926. 
acked by the power of the clerics, Pil- 
udski became a dictator; liberalism 
aded from the Polish scene, except in 
he strongholds of Protestantism; hun- 
reds of fine Roman Catholic churches 
ete built in which mass was said five 
imes a day for the hungry, barefooted 

hildren of Poland; instead of building 
Bchools and hospitals and founding or- 
anizations for the care of the poor, 
ick and needy, or schools for the educa- 
ion of the poor, fourteen million dol- 
Jars of Polish money was sent each year 
o the Pope in Rome in return for the 
lessings he bestowed upon the Poles. 
‘In spite of the liberal guarantees of 
e Constitution, the influence of the 
oman Catholic Church became so 
; trong in the political and economic life 
‘bf the country that a person applying 


» 


et 


for a position had usually to present his 


prospective employer with a letter of 
recommendation signed by the priest of 
his parish stating that the applicant was 
a good and devout Roman Catholic. 
Slowly but surely all the various institu- 
tions—barring the Protestant organiza- 
tions—came under the control of the 
bishops and the cardinal. Even the gov- 
ernment and the president found it ex- 
pedient to give ear to the opinions of 
the Council of Bishops. This council had 
power enough to bring about cabinet 
crises, which it did on many occasions. 

Pilsudski actually ruled Poland until 
the day of his death and never once from 
the time he returned from his retire- 
ment in 1926, did he attempt to oppose 
the growing strength of the Roman 
Catholic clergy. The truth is that he 
looked to them for support in his efforts 
to maintain a constitutional dictatorship. 
He relied on two things; the brutality 
of the police and the dogmatic com- 
mands of the Roman Catholic pulpit. 
The promises that he and his often- 
changed advisers made to the people 
were never carried out. 

When the Polish peasant demanded 
agricultural reforms, because 50% of 
the land belonged to counts, barons, and 
princes, they were greeted with bullets 
blessed by the priests. When the city 
workers who received starvation wages 
asked for higher scales of pay, they, too, 
were answered with bullets blessed by 
the priests. Here is an incomplete list of 
the cities and villages in which from 
1936 to 1939, the blood of peasants and 
city workers flowed from bullet wounds 
inflicted by the army and police: Rop- 
czyce, Jordanow, Krakow, Lwow, Czes- 
tochowa, Poznan, and Warsaw. 

If any organization, for example, The 
Union of Polish Teachers, tried to op- 
pose the semi-fascist government and 
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the Roman Catholic mafia, it was forced 
to disband and its leaders were thrown 
into prison. If any newspapers voiced 
too ardent protests and wrote too glow- 
ingly about the rights of man or pointed 
out the dangers that menaced the future 
of the country, then that paper was 
closed down and its editor arrested. 
Every organization that appeared to be 
liberal, or to have any quality of brother- 
hood about it, was denounced from the 
pulpit as being communistic. 

When Hitler attacked Poland in Sep- 
tember 1939 Pope Pius XII, who had 
been for a long time the nuncio to Ber- 
lin, gave audience to a few hundred 
German fliers who had taker part in the 
murdering of the civilian population. 
Here are a few words from the speech 
of the Pope as he received the fliers, on 
November 14, 1939: 

“The love of the Pope for the chil- 
dren of God knows neither barriers nor 
boundary. All the sons of the church 
are at home in their own house, more 
especially so when with joy they ap- 
proach the Holy Father, and everyone 
has a place in his heart.” 

Many Polish Roman Catholic priests 
who disclaimed the policy of the Vati- 
can, have perished and, in doing so, have 
become Polish heroes of freedom. After 
the invasion of Poland by Hitler the 
Vatican’s ambassador was recalled from 
Warsaw. The Pope, following in the 
steps of the Axis, did not recognize the 
Polish government. 

With the occupation of Poland in 
September 1939, the Nazis began im- 
mediately to destroy the Polish character 
of the Evangelical-Augsburg Church. 
The Nazi theory was that no Protestant 
could be a Pole but must be a German 
and anyone who would not accept this 
view would be eliminated. The self- 


“for not registering as Volksdeutsche, 


January 


government of the Protestant Church in 
Poland so carefully established and pro- 
tected by Polish law was in an instant 
wiped out on instructions from Berlin. 
The Nazis abolished the institution of © 
the independent Evangelical - Augsburg | 
Church, substituting the Berlin governed 
“Consistory of the German Evangelical- 
Augsburg Church in former Poland.” 
After Bishop Bursche, the head of the 
Augsburg Church in Poland, an aged 
crippled man who was held in deep af- 
fection by all the Polish people, irre- 
spective of creed, was imprisoned, sub- 
jected to torture and finally killed in a 
concentration camp, the anti-Polish, pro- 
Nazi Kleindienst was appointed head of 
the Polish Protestant Church, and he 
was completely subordinate to the Ger- 
man authorities. 
Hundreds of Protestants, imprisoned 


were tortured and died in concentration” 
camps and many were summarily exe- 
cuted. All Protestant establishments, real 
estate and other property were trans- 
ferred to the National Socialist Peoples 
Welfare organization. 4 

German Evangelical churches we 
formed in Poland for Germans only— 
no Poles were admitted to these congre- 
gations. All Polish pastors were removed 
and their pastorates turned over to Ger- 
man clergy. These German pastors had 
special National-Socialistic training and 
many were actually in the service of the 
Gestapo. Thus in all occupied Poland, 
official Protestantism was preaching Ne 
tional Socialism and often directly ser 
ing the Gestapo. True Polish Protestant 
led an Underground existence and it 
Spite of the danger of which they were 
well aware, they displayed a firm ana 
intrepid strength in fighting for thei 
faith and for Poland. ; 


